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HRD’s Alert

STUDENT LEADERS FREED ON BAIL AS JUDGE DISMISSES MAGUWU’S BAIL APPEAL

Harare Magistrate Don Ndirowei on Monday 21 June 2010 freed five student leaders, who were arrested at the University of Zimbabwe (UZ) last week for allegedly participating in a gathering with intent to cause public violence.
Magistrate Ndirowei ordered the five students Obert Masaraure of Midlands State University (MSU), Tafadzwa Kutya of Great Zimbabwe University (GZU), Tryvern Musokera of MSU, Archieford Mudzengi of the Zimbabwe School of Mines and Gamuchirai Mukura of Morgenster Teachers College to pay $20 each in bail money after their lawyer Jeremiah Bamu of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) applied for bail, which was not opposed by State prosecutor Phyllis Zvenyika. The students were also ordered not to interfere with State witnesses.
Magistrate Ndirowei also furnished the student leaders with their trial date which is 22 July 2010 in Court 12.

Bamu raised several complaints against the police which were noted by the court.

Bamu protested that the students were heavily assaulted by UZ security guards upon arrest on 16 June 2010. The students were denied food and water between 16 June 2010 at around 10:00hrs until 17 June 2010 at 13:00hrs. They were denied blankets and warm bedding. During that same period the students were denied access to close friends, family members and were also denied the opportunity to seek legal representation.
Bamu said his clients were detained in inhuman and degrading conditions particularly Obert Masaraure, who was detained in Matapi Police Station in complete disregard of a Supreme Court order, which condemned the detention facilities at Matapi and Highlands Police Station as inhuman and degrading.
The State undertook to investigate the complaints and compile a report for the court before the trial.

Meanwhile, High Court Judge Justice Chinembiri Bhunu on Monday 21 June 2010 dismissed an application filed by incarcerated diamond rights researcher Farai Maguwu seeking his release on bail.
Maguwu, who was arrested early this month appealed to the High Court for bail after Harare Magistrate Don Ndirowei denied him bail when he appeared in court last week.
In his nine-page judgment Justice Bhunu ruled that Magistrate Ndirowei had not misdirected himself when he dismissed the bail application.
Justice Bhunu said Maguwu is facing a serious offence which if convicted is punishable by up to 20 years in prison.
The Judge said since the State alleges that Maguwu makes a living out of publishing false information detrimental to his won country that kind of behaviour if proved is “treacherous and abominable particularly in these times of national economic strife.”
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