Puntland court hears journalist appeal

6 September 2010

Journalist Abdifitah Jama Mire was brought before Bari regional Court of Appeal in Bossasso of Puntland Regional State of Somalia on Saturday, 4 September, after 22 days of detention in central prison.

The journalist, Director of Horseed Radio in Bossasso was sentenced 6 year in jail and $500 fine on 14 of August 2010. Family members, journalists, friends and relatives of Abdifitah attended the hearing of Saturday in the court of appeals and his lawyers.

The Puntland prosecutor spoke about the case of the journalist and presented the allegations against Mire. The persecutor referred article 220 of treason charges following the interview with Mr. Attam whom the Puntland authorities regards as “terrorist”.

After that, the lawyer of the journalist, Advocate Said Osman Dhagamadow spoke before the court saying Mire did not commit treason and argued that his detention is unlawful and is against the Puntland  constitution. The lawyer requested the immediate release of the journalist.

The judge allowed Mire to speak before the court and asked how he sees the sentence and also asked him to what he is asking from the court. Mire said all the Puntland media houses broadcasted an interview from Paltalk that Mr. Attom was speaking to his followers and Puntland government officials used as reference to his broadcast including the president and added that no one was arrested for that interview. He requested from the court to release him.

The Judge of the court appeals said the case against Abdifitah which the persecutor accused against the defendant was incomplete and asked the persecutor to bring complete case before the court soon (unknown date) and as well the judge ordered Abdifitah to remain in jail.

It was not clear when a ruling would be announced. The hearing lasted one hour and ten minutes. The Puntland prosecutor was given plenty of time to state his case against the journalist. The legal process was arranged to appear open but its journalists questioned its fairness.   
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